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India and Spain forge stronger ties with new MOUs
on Culture, Railways, and Tourism

India and Spain have reinforced their bilateral relations by signing multiple
memorandums of understanding (MOUs) during a meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez in Vadodara, Gujarat, on
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* Roadways Solutions India Infra
Ltd (RSIIL) wins Rs 4,700 crore
contracts for Pune Ring Road
& Jalna-Nanded Expressway

from MSRDC to boost regional
connectivity.

JSW Steel to merge JSW Ispat
and Creixent Special Steels,

offering share exchanges,
aiming for synergy and
efficiency  gains;  closure

expectedin 12 months.
India launches Rs 12,850 Crore

Monday. The leaders emphasized enhancing cooperation across various sectors,
particularly in infrastructure, railways, culture, and tourism. A significant
agreement was established for rail transport collaboration, focusing on the
planning, design, development, and operation of railway infrastructure and
services, including long-distance passenger and freight networks.

Additionally, the year 2026 was declared the "India-Spain Year of Culture, Tourism,
and Al," aimed at fostering cultural exchanges in music, dance, theater, literature,
and festivals through a dedicated program spanning 2024 to 2028. Another
agreement was signed to improve customs cooperation, facilitating information

exchange to combat customs offenses. These initiatives signal a promising future
for India-Spain relations, emphasizing mutual growth and cultural enrichment.

health initiative for New
Colleges and Drone Healthcare

JSW and POSCO join forces to establish
5 MTPA Steel Plant in India

JSW Group has signed an MoU with Korea's POSCO Group to set up a b
million tonnes per annum (MTPA) integrated steel plant in India. This
partnership focuses on expanding steel production and sustainability,
exploring synergies in EV battery materials and renewable energy to
support the plant’s captive needs. The venture aligns with JSW and
POSCQ's goals to meet India’s infrastructure demands while advancing
green energy and EV production. Together, they aim to drive sustainable
industrial growth through innovation and responsible resource
management in India’s evolving industrial landscape.
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RWE starts Thor Offshore Wind
Farm Installation in Denmark

RWE has taken significant strides in constructing
Denmark'’s largest offshore wind project, the Thor
wind farm, located in the North Sea. Recently, the
first set of eight monopile foundations arrived at
Eemshaven port in the Netherlands. These colossal
monopiles measure up to 100 meters long and
weigh 1,500 tonnes each. Buss Terminal Eemshaven
will handle storage and manage logistics for all 72
foundations until the offshore installation begins in
spring 2025. Turbine installation will commence
from Denmark’s Port of Esbjerg in 2026, and once
fully operational by 2027, Thor's over 1-gigawatt
capacity will power more than a million Danish
homes.

RWE is building Thor
Denmark’s largest offshore wind farm

Maersk boosts 2024 profit

forecast to $11.5 billion

Maersk has significantly raised its 2024 profit
forecast to between $11 billion and $11.5 billion, driven
by robust operational performance amid ongoing
disruptions in the Red Sea. This positive outlook
comes as the shipping giant experiences a surge in
demand and rising container shipping rates, which
have bolstered its financial projections. Despite
broader market volatility, Maersk's stock has gained
traction, showcasing strong investor confidence. The
company continues to focus on enhancing efficiency
and service delivery in a complex global logistics
landscape

BYD dominates the

MukaaB: Saudi Arabia's Vision for the
World's Largest Building

Mukaab, Saudi Arabia’s groundbreaking project in Riyadh, envisions
an architectural marvel poised to redefine urban experiences. With
its vast, cube-shaped structure spanning over 1.2 million square
meters, it combines cutting-edge sustainable design with
traditional Saudi cultural elements. Inside, the space will host
approximately 1,500 residential units, 300,000 square meters of
retail and commercial spaces, luxurious hospitality offerings, and
immersive entertainment attractions, aiming to draw 4 million
visitors each year. This landmark aligns with Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030 objectives to diversify the economy and attract global
investments, positioning Mukaab as a transformative hub for
commerce, tourism, and community.

U.S. Department of Energy allocates $1.5
billion to strengthen electric grid

The U.S. Department of Energy has launched a $1.5 billion
investment to enhance and modernize the national electric grid,
utilizing funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The project
targets critical improvements across Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, aiming to support the addition
of nearly 1,000 miles of new transmission lines and 7,100 megawatts
of increased capacity. Deputy Secretary David Turk explained that
these enhancements are designed to meet rising energy demands,
reduce transmission bottlenecks, and promote affordable energy
access nationwide. Beyond providing around 9,000 jobs, the
upgrades aim to improve system resilience, lowering the risk of
service disruptions caused by extreme weather. A recent
Department of Energy study suggests that enhanced grid efficiency
could yield long-term savings of $270-S490 billion by 2050.

EV market with affordable

models and innovative strategies

BYD is leading the electric vehicle (EV) market by providing affordable models for
cost-conscious consumers. Despite facing tariff challenges, the brand has

experienced significant sales growth, especially in emerging markets. BYD focuses on
battery technology and efficient production methods, positioning itself ahead of
competitors like Tesla. As a result, it continues to capture a larger share of the global
EV market while emphasizing its commitment to sustainable transportation solutions.
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RITES & NMDC signs
Mine Rail Deal

RITES signed a Memorandum of
Agreement with NMDC Limited to
provide project ~management
consultancy services. The MoA
aims to build and upgrade rail
connectivity for NMDC's mines
across various locations. RITES
will offer end-to-end services
from concept to commissioning,
focusing on surveys, feasibility
studies, detailed project reports,
and project management for rail
projects, including civil works like

roads and bridges. This
partnership  highlights RITES'
expertise and NMDC's
commitment to improving

efficiency through modern rail
connections.

¥26,000 crore for Roads,
Govt mulls PPP route in
Hyderabad

The state government plans to involve
private parties in widening, repairing, and
maintaining existing roads, as well as
constructing new ones in rural, semi-urban,
and urban areas over the next four years.
Covering 17,300 km at an estimated cost of
over 26,000 crore—including ¥12,000 crore
for rural roads—the project will be
implemented under a public-private
partnership (PPP) model. The same
organizations will maintain these roads for
10 years, and currently, there are no plans to
collect toll fees from motorists. A high-level
committee will hire consultants to prepare a
Detailed Project Report (DPR), clarifying
funding  models,  possibly including
advertising revenue or other methods. In
the first phase, rural roads under the
panchayat raj department will be developed.
The total panchayat raj road network is
68,539 km, but many are in disrepair due to
insufficient funding and recent flood
damage, particularly between July and
September. The government aims to
rehabilitate 17,300 km of roads, improving
connectivity and increasing capacity from
10 to 30 metric tonnes.

Bihar's first Inland
Container Depot opens

in Bihta

Bihar Industries Minister Nitish Mishra
inaugurated the state's first Dry Port
and Inland Container Depot in Bihta.
Aimed at boosting logistics through
warehousing, customs services, and
multi-modal transport, the facility
allows exporters and importers to get
customs clearance locally, establishing
themselves globally. Previously,
customs clearance was far away.
Approved by the Revenue Department,
it's well-connected by rail to Kolkata,
Haldia, Visakhapatnam, Mundra, and
other major ports, offering modern
warehousing and services.

Cochin Shipyard, Deendayal Port to build 1,600

crore ship repair facility at Vadinar

Cochin Shipyard Ltd and Deendayal Port Authority will jointly invest Rs1,600
crore to build a ship repair facility at Vadinar, Gujarat, capable of dry docking
Capesize vessels. This project bolsters Cochin Shipyard's position as India's top
ship repairer, adding to its facilities in Kochi, Mumbai, Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Port, and Port Blair. Deendayal Port Authority will construct the jetty; Cochin
Shipyard will supply a floating dry dock and operate the yard. The port authority
receives a fixed revenue share and lease rentals. Vadinar's deep draft of 15-18
meters is ideal for servicing Capesize vessels—the largest dry bulk cargo ships
—which India currently lacks facilities for. The Ministry is reviewing the project
before cabinet approval, aiming to leverage India's strategic location and
expected 8-10% market growth to become a global ship repair hub.

PM Modi, Spanish President open Tata-Airbus C295 facility

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Spanish President Pedro Sanchez inaugurated the TATA Aircraft Complex in
Vadodara, Gujarat, marking a significant milestone for the "Make in India" initiative in aviation. They unveiled the Final
Assembly Line (FAL) Plant for the C295 military aircraft, developed by Tata Advanced Systems and Airbus Spain. Under
the program, 56 aircraft will be produced—16 delivered from Spain and 40 built in Vadodara, India's first private-sector

FAL for military aircraft. PM Modi emphasized India's rapid development and the strengthening of India-Spain relations,
aiming to make India an aviation and aerospace hub. President Sanchez praised PM Modi's vision, stating that the
partnership will boost India's aerospace industry and attract more European companies. The leaders also announced
the 2026 India-Spain Year of Culture, Tourism, and Artificial Intelligence.




InfraBlog InfraBytes

Amrit Bharat: SCR upgrades 121
stations, worth Rs 4,605 crore

Sanket Garud The South Central Railway (SCR) will invest Rs 4,605 crore to
MBA-IDM enhance 121 railway stations under the Amrit Bharat Station
SCMHRD’26 Scheme (ABSS). Major stations such as Secunderabad, Tirupati,
Nellore, and Rajahmundry, along with Cherlapalli's satellite
terminal, will receive substantial upgrades. To ease pilgrim
congestion to Tirupati, Tiruchanur station is being developed as

Pub“c_Private Partnerships: a crossing station. Development proposals for Renigunta and

Drivi | ti . Gudur stations are also in review. Feasibility studies are
riving innovation in underway for Kacheguda, Lingampalli, and Vijayawada,

Infrastructure Projects focusing on improvements like facade enhancements, wider
roads, landscaping, local art integration, LED signage, and

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) are transforming improved waiting areas for a better passenger experience.

India's infrastructure landscape by merging public

goals with private sector expertise to effectively Chennai Metro receives fil’St
tackle challenges in transportation, digitalization, and o . .
driverless train for Phase Il project

sustainability. These collaborations are critical for

bridging India’s infrastructure gap, especially in road Chennai Metro received its first driverless trainset for the Phase
LRI EL IR IU R QIS WO EIRMIESGQUQIEE || project from French company Alstom, renowned for
EILILERNIERERINEWR NN RVER IR NCIRIIINELUNE  sustainable mobility solutions, on October 17. Ordered in
crore (approximately $1.5 trillion) by 2025. A February 2024, the Chennai Metro’s contract includes 36 three-
EINIRENINEINTERERGENTICGWIVAKCCEINGENEE  car trains. These driverless trains will operate along a 26-
SEELRLRUERSHEIEWNEIERCINTIENERIIIILRCISG VISR kiometer corridor connecting Poonamallee Bypass to Light
risks and financial responsibilities to ensure timely, House, spanning 28 stations—18 elevated and 10 underground.
high-quality project delivery. The eco-friendly trains promise an efficient and comfortable
LRV eEl N CVE N RN SRR E NG N RGERSUEIRE  travel experience for passengers across the new route.

Cities Mission, integrating advanced technologies for

improved urban management. Cities like Pune and Gujarat infra boost: PM Modi to unveil
Bengaluru are collaborating with firms such as Cisco prOjeCtS worth over RS 4800 crore

and IBM to implement innovative solutions for waste
management, traffic control, and energy-efficient On October 28, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and
street lighting. Pune’s loT-enabled street lighting laid the foundation stones for development projects worth over
project exemplifies how these partnerships can lead ¥4,800 crore in Amreli, Gujarat. This large-scale initiative
to energy savings of up to 30%, enhancing overall city encompasses about 1,600 projects across several districts,
services and  promoting  sustainable  urban including Jamnagar, Morbi, Devbhoomi Dwarka, Junagadh,
ST Porbandar, Kutch, and Botad, focusing on infrastructure, water
In renewable energy, PPPs are essential for meeting resources, and tourism.
India’s sustainability targets. The Rewa Solar Project Among the notable projects are key water supply initiatives
in Madhya Pradesh, developed through a PPP valued at ¥705 crore, including the Bharatmata Sarovar, a
framework, generates 750 MW of solar power, reservoir on the Gagadio River. This project, built through a
Public-Private Partnership with the Dholakia Foundation at a

supplying affordable energy to public and industrial
sectors while reducing carbon emissions by cost of 35 crore, aims to enhance irrigation and groundwater
levelsin the region

approximately 1.5 million tons annually. As India :
advances its green infrastructure agenda, PPPs will i N\ \
be crucial for driving sustainable growth.
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